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light Rev. Father in GO D, 
RICHARD, 
By Divine PERMISSION, 


ord Biſhop of Lincoln: 


And to the Reverend the 
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his Diſcourſe, publiſhed at their Re- 
queſt, is, with all Humility, dedicated. 
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Then ſaid Jeſus unto him, except ye ſee 


4 


Sigus and Wonders, ye will not believe. : 


E prevailing Force of Preju- 
El dice and Paſhon, can in ngthyag 
ſhew itſelf more. plainly, than 
. © SLGALS << 39 S F714, 
in the monſtrous. Oppoſition 
which the Jews made to our 


85 
{2 


were; neither the Excellency of the DoQt1; 
nor the Authority of the Teacher, nor at 


gree,..we have mildly reproved by our ble 
d Saviour in the Text: The Occaſion of 


Mt Reproof, Extept Je ft 
Signs and Wonders, ye will not believe. The 


particular Offence that the Nobleman was 


guilty of in this Requelt, may not, at firſt 
Sight, appear ſo plainly ; for ſurely it was 
none barely to ask our Saviour to heal his 
Son, for that was an Acknowledgment that 
he was able to do it, and of courſe, that 
God. was with him : But ſtill there muſt be 
fome latent Incredulity, fome Diſtruſt remain- 
ing, which produced that Reprodfof our Savi- 
Sur; and that there was ſo, appears hy what 
=. Tybn reports was the Confequence of the 
Miracle, vzz. that himſelf believed, and his 


whote Houſe, which ſuppoſes ſome defici4 


end of Faith before it. But before this 
Man could be juſtly blamed for his Unbe- 
lief, we muſt neceffarily ſuppoſe, that Evi- 
dence had been propoled to him ſufficient 
to produce Belief in him, and accordingly 
we find that there had; for at the 45th Verſe 


of tis Chapter, the Evange liſt tells us, that] 


tl 4 Cali leans rece? ved him, having ſeen all 
the TO that te did at Jeruſalem,” at the 
Feaſt : And thoſe Things which thus con- 


vinced 


a» * 


34 
vinced the Galileans being doue ofi fo pub- 
lick an Occaſion, the Jews alſo mult have 
been SpeQators of them as well as They; 
fo that he and his Country- men muſt have 
had the ſame, at leaſt, if not greater Evidence 
than theſe beiteving Galileazs; Our Saviour, 
therefore, in the Text, reproves this noble 
Herodian, and in him, his unbelieving Bre- 
thren (for it is conceiv'd in the-plural Num- 
ber, except ye ſee, &c. ye will not believe) 
I fay, he here reproves this Noble-man and 
his Brethren, for their obſtinate Refuſal of 
him, upon greater, or at leaſt, the ſame Evi- 
dence, on which the unprejudiced Ga/zlears 
ſo gladly received him, and which was fſut-. 
ficient to beget the Conviction of any ſincere 
and diſpaſſionate Enquirer: 

It appears then from the Nature of our 
Saviour's Anſwer, and from the light which 
the Conteſt affords us, that the particular 
Crime here reproved, is, the not yielding a 
degree of Aſeut proportionable to the de- 
gree of Evidence produced, and the unrea- 
lonable demanding of more and greater Evi- 
deace, than the Nature of the Thing to be 
proved, required. So that theſe Words ot 
our Saviour may be thus paraphraſed. 

* You defire me to come and heal your 
“ Son; now this I know you do, not only 
© thro' a Deſire of having your Son reſtored 
* to Health, but alſo thro? a vain and un- 
* reaſonable Crrioſity of ſeeing me work ano- 

PRE. on * cher 


49 
'* ther Miracle: Theſe Galileavs, to om 
I am now preaching, you ſee, receive me 
„with gladneſs, on account of tlie Miracles 
's , they 5 aw me do at your Fealt ; but tho? 
£ you Tews ſaw the ſame Miracles wrought 
in Confirmation of the fame reafonable 
Poctrine, yet except ye ſee Signs and Mon- 
a ders withour End, ye uni not believe. 
Jam ſorry to obſerve that the ſame unrea- 
ſonable Conduct, makes the ſame Reproof 
ſo juſtly applicable to many Perſons in this 
preſent Age; and makes this Subject, which 
may be at any time uſeful, at this time more 
particularly neceſſary. 
In the proſecution of it, I ſhall proceed by 
the following Steps. 
Eir//, T ſhall ſtate the Evidence which we 
note ha ve tor the Chriſtian Religion. And 
| Secondly, Shall ſhow the Nature and De- 
gree of that Evidence, and the Degree of 


Aſſent that it is ſufficient to produce, Which | 


Degree ot Aſſent mult be that which is re- 
quired. - a 

Thirdly, That Faith, or that Degree of Aſ- 
ſent which we have ſhown the Evidence of 
Chriltianity to be ſufficient to produce, is 
likewiſe ſufficient to ſupport the Weight of 
Chriſtianity. Or in other Words: That Faith 
is ſufficient to ſupport a reaſonable and pru- 
dent Man, under all the Difficulties and Re- 
itraints Chrittianiry . Theretore, 


Fyurthl/ 


E 

Fourthiy, That a ſuperior Evidence is un- 
neceſſary, and upon that Account, improper; 
and conſequently, that the demand of ſuch 
is unręaſonahle. „ To, 
Firſi, Tam to ſtate the Evidence we zow 
have for the Chriſtian Religion, 

All that we know of Chriſtian Religion is 
contained in the New Teſtament, or rather, 
in the Four Goſpels, and the Acts of the 
Apoſtles ; which contain the Lite and Acti- 
ons of Jeſus Chris?, who was the Author, 
and of his Apo/les, who were the firſt Pre- 
pagators, of this Religion: the E*/les he- 
ing deſigned rather as Comments or Expli- 
cations of ſome particular Points of Doctrine 
contained in the Goſpels, than to propoſe any 
new Religion themſelves; yet thereby they 
ſtrengthen and confirm the Teſtimony of the 
Goſpel- writers. Our Religion then relying 
entirely on the Scripture Hiſtory, the pro- 
per way to prove the Religion, muſt be to 
prove the Truth and Genuineneſs of that 
Hiſtory, and ſhow the Credit that is due to 
it: For if the Hiſtory it ſelf is not allowed 
to be Credible, all the Proots of Chriſtianity 
that are deduced from it, will loſe their 
Force. Thus for Inſtance: If any one were 
to urge our Saviour's Miracles as a Proof of 
his divine Miſhon, the Argument would hold 
good with regard to one wha acknowledged 
the Authority of the Scripture Hiſtory ; but 
with one who did not, the immediate Reply 
OS would 


would be, “prove that he worked any Mi- 
racles, and I will believe; for I know nq 
* Body who ſays he did, beſides a Hiſtory 
«* whoſe Authority I queſtion, and a few cre- 
* dulous Enthuſiaſts who have built upon it.” 
And the ſame would be the Caſe with re- 
gard to the Completion of the Scripture 
Prophecies, and all other Arguments that are 
taken from the Scriptures ; So that the Au- 
thority of the Scripture Proofs, ohen ac- 
knewledged, can riſe no higher than the 
Fountain from whence they ſpring. The O- 
riginal Evidence of Chriſtianity then ariſing 
out of che Scriptures, the Proofs of it will 
have juſt as much force as the Authority of 
that Hiftory will give them. In order, there- 
fore, to give the true State of the preſent 
Evidence of Chriſtianity, we muſt ſhow the 
Credibility of the Hiſtory which contains it. 
And this is zſuallù), and very properly 
done, by ſhowing that the Authors of it 
were capable and faithful Hiſtorians; or were 
ſufficiently inſtructed Themſelves, and have, 
without falſe Colour or Deceit, reported to 
Us, the Facts and Doctrines contained in 


their Hiſtory; and that this Hiſtory is deli» | 


vered down to us as it came from their Hands, 
without any material Alteration. 
With regard to their own Information, it 
is proper to obſerve, that the chief Account 
we have of it, is from their own Hiſtory, 
Which it is reaſonable to believe true in thaf 


Poe: ie 


particulartill we ſee ſome contrary Teſtimony 


to prove it otherwiſe. The Account, there. 
fre, which they give us of their Opportunity 


of Information, (propable in itſelt, and uni- 


rerſally receiv'd ever ſince) is this, viz . : r hat 


wo of the Goſpel Writers, Matthew and 
John, converſed intimately and conſtantly 
with our Saviour during all the time of his 
Miniſtry here on Earth, and that therefore 
They tell us no more, than, in St. Joh own 
Words in the beginning of his firſt Epiſtle, 
what They had heard, what The) had ſeen. 
with their Eyes, what They had looked upon, 
and Their Hands had handled of the Word of 
Life ; fo that allowing them to have com- 
mon Senſe, the Opportunities of their Infor- 
mation are indiſputable. „ 
With regard to the other two Evangelifis, 
Mark, and Lake, I know it has been a recei- 
ved Opinion, that They had their Informa- 
tion only at Second-hand from ſome of the 
Apoſtles, particularly from St. Peter and St, 
Paul, whom they attended in their Miniſtry. 
And this Opinion ſeems to be countenanced 
in ſome Meaſure from the Preface to St, 


Luke's Goſpel: But ſince there are many 


ſtrong Reaſons which ſhow that the Aſſer- 
ters of that Opinion have miſunderſtood this 
Place, and that St. Lake really intended by 
it to aſſert his own ſuperior Intormation and 
Capacity tor that Undertaking, over thoſe 
who only iM q tcok in hand to write ſuch 
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[8] 
a Narration, without being able to execute 
it jn a proper Manner, for that very Reaſon, 
becauſe they had their Information only at 
Second-hand from the Eye-witneſles ; we 
may more reaſonably conclude, that theſe 
two Evangeliſts had likewiſe a ſenſible Evi- 
dence of the Facts which they relate *; eſpe- 
clally if the Authorities of Origen and Epi- 
phanius + be allowed any wright, who ex- 
preſly aſſert that They were both of them 
in the Number of the ſeventy two, whom our 
Saviour ſent out before him, with a Commiſ- 
ſion to preach the Goſpel, and to work Mi. 
racles in confirmation of it; for it is certain 
that at That time, when the Goſpel was to 
be firſt publiſhed, none but Eye-witneſles 
were qualified to be Miniſters of the Word ||, 
So that upon the whole, we haye Reaſon 
to think, that theſe two Evangeliſts had the 
_ ſame Evidence as the two Apoſtles. It is 
impoſſible therefore for any Hiſtorians to be 
better inſtructed for their Work than theſe 


muſt be, who had a ſenſible Demonſtration {Wi 


of all the Facts and Doctrines which they 
record ; allowing then that they enjoyed the 
free ute of their Senſes, and a common Mea- 
ſure of Underſtanding, They couid not be 
deceived themſelves... 
Vid. Whizoy's Preface to the Goſpel of St. Luke ; and Light- 
faot's Horz Hebraicæ, on Verſe the third, of the firſt Chapter. 
T The Paſſages are quoted by Dr. Whitby, in the foremen- 
tion'd Preface. 7 3 . 

vid. Ligbtfoor's Horæ Hebraicz, on Verſe the ſecond, of the 
frft Chapter of St. Luke. | | 

| Which 


— 


> 9. 

ute M Which being ſettled ; our next Enquiry is 
on, Minto their Sincery and Fidelity, or whether 
at they have not conſpired together to deceive 
we Wis. : 8 5 | 
eſe Now before we can - reaſonably ſuſpect 
vi- Nhem to have been guilty of this, we ſhould 
pe- Ide able to aſſign ſome Cauſe that might in- 
pi- luce them to it: And all the imaginable 
Cauſes of ſuch Fraud, muſt be included in 


em Iheſe general ones; vis, either the procuring 
Dur Mime good, real, or zmaginary ; or the ar vide * 
li- Ig [ome real, or imaginary Evil, If there- 
li. bre we can ſhow, that by adhering to their 
zin leſtimony, They brought upon themſelves 
to Nea and great Evils, and might by rexoune 


ing, or even with-19/ding it, have procured 
reat Goos, we mult either ſubſcribe to their 


on iacerity, or elfe be driven to this Abſurdity, 
he r inſiſting upon an Effect without a Canſe, 
is Wr what is worſe, of inſiſting upon an Effect 
be Wintrary to a Cauſe ; by aſſerting (as we muſt 
ele Wecefſarily in that Caſe do) either that Top 
on Wave deceived us without any Cauſe at all, 
ey Wr elfe for a Cauſe, which at the ſame time 
he re acknowledge proves that They have not 
a- Micceived us, v2. their chooſing Evil as ſuch, 
be Wd their refuſing Good as ſuch, for no other 
__ Mgnable Reaſon, than that They would not 
bt Wicgo their Teſtimony. 1 
u, And that by thus itcadily adhering to their 
Neſtimony, the Apoſtles brought upon them- 
the 


Ives real and great Evils, we may appeal to 
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«> a 
the concurring Reports of all the Writers 
of thoſe Times and Things ; who all unite 
in aſſuring us, that after a Life wearied out 


with perpetual Watchings and Labour, with 
cruel Mockings, Scourgings, and Impriſon- 
ments, They deliberately ſuffered Death it- 
ſelf, under all the various Ingenuity of Tor- 


ture that inraged Malice could invent, ra. 
ther than bely themſelves, and deny thei 
Lord and Maſter. 

And on the other Side it appears as plai! 
from the whole Conduct of the Jews, that 
they would have thought nothing too great 
\ or good for the Apoſtles, if they would have 


renounced their Teſtimony, and have joined 


them: For if they bribed high the Guard 
who watched our Saviour's Sepulchre, to 
vent a poor ill-contrived Lye, that any Chile 


might ſee thro*', What might not an Apoſtl e 


have expected, if he would have been vena 


too, and have furniſhed them with Material 


to have cruſhed Chriſtianity at once ? So that 
in ſhort, there can be no Account given 0 
their thus delilerately ſuffering all the Mile 


ries, and foregoing all the Pleaſures of hi 


. Life, but their Senſe of Duty, and their con 
fident Expectation of more exalted and la 
ing Pleaſures, which God promiſed, as the 


Reward of their Stedfaſtneſs and Integrity 


in the zext Life. 


Thele are convincing Reaſons why 1 A 
lav 
fur 


poſtles ſhonid not deceive us; but we 


/ 


J 


* = 


ther direct Proof that they have not done 
„ which is this: e 

'Tis a Rule in all Evidence, and agreeable 
the ſtrickteſt Reaſon, that That Teſtimany 
tould be allowed true, when the Perſons, 
hoſe Buſineſs and Intereſt it is to diſprove 
either do not attempt it, or do not ſycceed 
lit if they do. Now in the Cafe before us, 
ee of the Goſpels, and the Acts of the A- 
tles, and many other of the Apoſtolical 


lainWritings, were publiſhed to the World in the 
haſWitc-time of many of the Perſons concerned to 


nture them, if they were falſe; that is, 
aveW\bin 25 or 3o Years after our Saviour's Al- 
nion; when it's certain, that many of the 
etended-Objeas, and more of the Specta- 
rs of our Saviour's Miracles, and Hearers of 
Doctrine, mult have been ſtill living and 
e to have diſproved their Teſtimony, and 
ve freed the World from fo great an Impo- 


ena 
rial on. Could the many Thouſands that the 
tha{Wavgeliſts pretend that 8 miraculouſly 
en offa!ed, and miraculouſly fed, think themſelves 
HJiſe concerned in doing this? Could the vaſt 


lultitudes that the Apoſtles pretend were 
e- witneſſes of their Miracles in the great 
4 populous Cities of Jeraſalem, Samaria, 
area, Damaſcus, and Epheſas ; J ſay, could 
[theſe think themſelves unconcerned in con- 
ting their Evidence, and diſcovering the 
Ipolture ? . No; the Intereſt and Malice of 
deu, and the Pride and Self- ſufficiency of 

5 8 eng 


the Greek, would have made them Open 
mouthed againſt Them; we ſhould have ſee 
the Triumphs of the exulting Phariſees, an 
the Grecian Orators would have exhauſted a 
their Treaſures of Eloquence, in expoſing th 
Fooliſhneſs & of their Preaching. But finc 
nothing of This was ſa much as aimed at 
ſince They whoſe By/izeſs, whoſe Interel 
whoſe every Paſſion excited, nay, whoſe Du 
obliged them to do ſo, were Al filent ; I fn 
this is a direct and poſitive Evidence, and a/ 
lowed ſo in all the like Caſes, that They werſfſe 
faithful Witneſſes, and that the Miracles inf 
our Saviour and his Apoſtles were really anon 
undeniably done, and their Doctrine taughWcm 
in Manner and Form, as related in theMjri! 
Hiſtory. . ere 
In the next Place we come to enquire when 
ther the Accounts of Chriſtianity, which wes 
have found ſufficient Reaſon to believe thilffude 
Apoſtles were well inſtructed in themſelyeter t 
and have faithfully publiſhed to the Warldſſted 
have been tranſmitted down to us as Theſe W 
came from their Hands, without any e es f 
tial, or material Alteration. mit 
And under this Article, we muſt confeſſſem, 
that the original Copies of theſe Records ane W 
loſt; nor can we, upon any ſure Grounds, Ales 
this time determine, how many Removes ouch, 
oldeſt and beſt Manuſcripts may be from th Ti 
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[13 ] = 
tiginals x, or how carefully they were tran- | 
ibed or corrected from them; ſo that *tis f 
Wonder that they differ in ſome immate· 
Points thro? literal Miſtakes which are un- 
oidable by the moſt careful Tranſcribers : 
ut that the Tranſcribers have been guilty 
no material Miſtakes or Frauds, their uni- 
ral Agreement amongſt themſelyes in all 
e Eſſentials of Chriſtianity, and the exact 
Mormity of our Religion at preſent, formed 
don the Plan of theſe Records, as we now find 
em, w2th that of the firſt and pureſt Ages of 
hriſtianity, when the Originals themſelves 
ere extant, do clearly evince. But farther ; 
jen during the Lives of the Apoſtles them- 
ves, there weregreat Numbersot Tranſcripts 
ade and ſpread into different Parts; and ſoon 
ter their Deaths, we find their Writings tran- 
ted into almoſt all the known Languages in 
e World, and read conſtantly in their Aſſem- 
es for divine Worſhip; ſo that before we can 
mit of any material Alteration or Miſtake in 
em, we mult ſuppoſe all the Chriſtians in 
e World, ſeparated aſunder many thouſand 


1s, Mies to conſpire in it +; the Abſurdity of 
es ouch, it mutt be needleſs to point out. 
mtu ris robable They are not above one or two, becauſe ſome 


dur oldeſt MSS. are within a Century of the time, when, 
We have Reaſon to think from Tertul, many of the Originals 
mſelves were extant. De Przſcript. Cap. 36. Vid. Prolegom. 
458. Qualirat, Prefix, Teſtamento Wetlienii, Amftel1711. 
Concerning the deſigned Alteration of the Goſpels in 4- 
fuss time, at Conſtanti noble. mentioned by Victor, in his 
en con, ſee Phileleutherns l. ipſienſis, in tlie latter End of 
e firſt Let. And Dr. 1bbot's, Boyle's Lect. Serm. 4. 


It 
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It may not be improper to obſerve farthe 
that our preſent Scriptures contain in the; 
no iuternal M r of Fraud. For if thei 
had been any Fraud, it is reaſonable to im: 
gine, that either it would have been ſuch ; 
would have given ſome Indulgence to the n 
tural Appetites of Mankind, as the Religjic 
of M-homet doth ; or ſuch as would ha 
tended ſome way or other, to encreaſe t 
Power or Revenues of the Clergy, as t 
Roman Cathelicks have done by tlieir abom 
nabie Perverſions of theſe Scriptures, andi 
their forged Traditions : But if we exami 
our preſent Scriptures ever ſo narrowly, Ia 
ſatisfied we ſhall find no ſuch Mark of Fra 
in them, nothing that will juſtify the le: 
irregular Indulgence of our Appetites, or a 
exorbitant Claims of the Clergy ; howev 
ſome Expreſſions in them, may, thro' an: 
prudent Zeal, have been perverted to tl 
purpoſe by ſome among us. 

But beſides theſe preſumptive Proofs, t 
plaineſt and directeſt Proof of this Matt 
muſt be taken from the ſucceſſive Traditid 
of the Chriſtian Church; which in this Poi 
is clear and diſtinct from the Age of the! 
poſtles, down to our preſent times. In t! 
rſt three Centuries, the Tradition runs . 
ſtinctly tor each Book; and from the beg 
ning of the fourth, when the Canon of Scr 
ture was univerſally agreed upon, we find i 
Appeals generally made to them in the Bul * Vic 
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s the received PandeQs of the Chriſtian 
I have deſignedly omitted conſidering theſe 
Writings. as any other than a credible haman 
Teſtimony, becauſe the direQeſt and fulleſt 
© nMfroof of rhe divine Inſpiration of their Au- 
jo bors being to be taken from the Writings 
dau bemſelves, They _ once proved from o- 
-. Miter Conſiderations to be a credible Hiſtory ; 
i le Evidence they give to their own Inſpira- 


the 
het 
het 
im: 
ch! 


do lon, will of courſe ſtand upon the fame De- 
oy anal Credibility as any other Fact they re- 
mie; and as it does fo, it will not alter the 


Nature, and Degree of the Evidence of 
Chriſtianity in general. So that the Evidence 
telt being now ſtated, our next Buſineſs is, 
nder our | 2 
ver Second Head, To ſhow the Nature and 
n Degree of this Evidence, and the — of 
tient that is j2½% due to it, which of courſe 
_ Wulſtbe thar Aſſent which is required. 

And in the firſt Place, with regard to the 
Nature of this Evidence, it mult appear at 
te firſt View, to be purely H:/torica), 
grounded upon human Teſtimony, for that is 
the external Evidence, that Facts done be- 
bre the Memory of Man, are naturally capa- 
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Poi 
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beg alled the internal Evidence of a Revelation, 


Sen ® leaſt called by a wrong Name. * For 


adi Phat is this internal Evidence? why, no more 


: BUY Vid. Dr. Conybeares Def, of Rev. Relig. Pag. 431. 1 E. 
| than 


de of: And what has been by ſome Writers, 
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than this, that the Revelation ſhould contai 
nothing in it that contradicts eitlier natur 
Religion, or the Eſſentials of an acknowledge 
precedent Revelation, and that it contain i 
it great Marks of Wiidom, and deliver ſuc 
Rules of Action as are well contrived for th 
unverlal Good: And what will all this di 
rectly prove? Why, that ſuch Syſtem was th 
product of great Wiſdom and Underſtanding 
and that for ought that appears, it may pe 
fibly be from God: But this contributes no 
thing to ſhow that it is a&ally ſo; nor ca 
any internal Evidence be Poſitive in tha 
Point, becauſe it muſt proceed upon the Sup 

poſition: of the Truth of that Revelatio N 
which it is brought to prove true. Thel 
therefore may more properly be called acce 


ſary Characters, or Marks of Truth in a Re ie 
velation, without which, it could never bi 
acknowledged to be Divine, no more than #ſ-© 
which it could ever be proved to be ſo. Ido 
The Point before us then being capable on 
no other Proof than human Te$:mony, mul __ 
plainly be of the probable Kind, for Thar can Mr. 
not carry any thing above a poſſibi/ity of be 18e 
ing falſe, but only beyond any jaßt Caule « and 
being thought ſo; becauſe as human Teſt kar ˖ 
mony may deceive, it cannot render any Pr at 
bauen ablolutely certain; but when w have 
ave all imaginable Reaſon to think it haet! 


not deceived, it then makes it greatly pr. 
bas 1 


| 2 
Ihe immediate Teſtimony of God, indeed, 
produces as certain an Aſſent as the highelt 


a Evidence of Senſe or Reaſon can do; but it 


as 1 does not follow from thence that the Scrip- 
— N tures af preſent will produce ſuch Aſſent; 


Fae becauſe, as I obſerved before, we have only 

„human Evidence of their being from God, 
ſo that we can only believe them to be ſo; but 
when once we do fo believe them, we ought 
in Reaſon to pay as implicit an Obedience to 
them, as They do who both implicitly re- 


ground a due deference to the Scriptures up- 
on, that we are convinced of theit divine Au- 


L, chority on a ſaſficient Evidence, tho? not on 
on the highe/?. But tho? in L the Evidence 
hel o our Religion be but probable, yet ; 
el. econdly, It is in the highelt Degree of 


that kind, and approaches the nigheſt to cer- 
Bay ainty that human Evidence can carry It, 
For did ever any Hiſtorians produce ſuch un- 
doubted Teſtimonies of their Inſtruction for 
their Work, or ſuch irrefregable Teſts of their 
Integrity in the executionof it? Did ever any 
Writings withftand, unſhaKen, ſo malicious. 
Fb Severity of Inquiry thro? each cavilling Age, 
and triumph over the united Powers of the 
eſtikarth? Can any other Religion, boaſt of 
prd that higheſt Teſtimony of Martyrdom, of to 
have withftood the Trial of ten diſmal Perſe- 
- baeutions, as . has, by wine its 

e 5 "Mat: 


ceive and , obey them; for it is enough to 
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Martyrs delivered it down to their reſpective 
Succeſſors, on the ſame Evidence on hic 
they received it themſelves? But to be more 
1 . 
The proper Way of meaſuring the ſeveral 
Degrees of Probability, ariſing from human 
Teſtimony, is, by comparing the Number and 
Integrity of the Atteſters, with the Numbe 
and Integrity of the Witneſſes who give a 
contrary Teſtimony, if ſuch there be, or can 
be, (which in the Caſe before us, there is room 
enough for, the whole Affair being tranſacted 
in the moſt publick Manner ;) and upon ſuch 
_ Compariſon, by how much the Witneſſes on 
the one Side, exceed in Number and Inte ga 
grity, thoſe on the other Side, ſo much clear - 
ſitive Evidence muſt be. allowed to that} ſuc 
Side, which muſt naturally produce a pro {#7 
portioned Degree of Probability and Credit tri 
to their Teſtimony, Let us Meaſure then of 
the Degree of Probability on which Chriſti thi 
anity ſtands by this Rule. We have produ- on 
 ced the Witneſſes on our Side, and ſhown tha wr 
Marks of their Integrity, and their Numbe 
is well known; let us ſee whether there be 
any againſt us, I am perſuaded we ſhall finc 


* 


none: For any direct Evidence againſt us muſt 
be, either in ſhowing us that there was nq be 
ſuch Perſon as Jeſus Chri/?, or that he did noij Fo 
do and ſuffer what our Witneſſes ſay he did Jl fall 
or elſe in ſhowing us by pofitive Proof, thay pe: 


tha... 


E 8913 
cords of the Evidence on our Side, are all 
forged. It is plain then, that we may ſtrike 
out of the uſual Liſt of contrary Teſtimony, 
with Reſpect to our Saviour, all who did not 
live at the Time when, and at the Place where, 
it is aſſerted he did and ſuffered as is alledged, 
a5 being not equally competent Witneſſes with 


J our's; and out of the Liſt of contrary Teſti- 
mony, with reſpe& to the genuineneſs of our 


dence of ſome actual Forgery, as not being 


J contrary Evidence do we find? Why, with re- 


gard to the firſt Particular, plainly none: 
leaf Jews, and Heathers confeſs that there was 


ſuch a Perſon as Jeſus, and that he ara, and 


true, They aſcribe his Miracles to the Power 
Jof the Devil, inſtead of that of GOD; bur 
iſti ; this, is confeſſing the Matters of Fact, and 
du only diſputing the Power by which they were 
the wrought, which controverſy, the Natare and 
ben De/gs of them will clearly decide. Withrre- 
be ſpect to the ſecond Particular, there have 
find been ſome Books of our Cannon queſtioned, 
null but they were only queſtioned ; there has 
na been no direct Evidence produced, to fix the 
nod Forgery, and they were ſoon received univer- 
lid ſally upon a clear Authority. If there ap- 
hat pears any contrary Teſtimony, their Number 
the „ e 


8 


the Writings which we pretend to be the Re- 


Kecords, all but they who give direct Evi- 
to the purpoſe. Theſe being laid aſide, what 


ſuffered as is alledged by our Witneſſes. "Tis 
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and Integrity will ſtill remain to be compared 
with thole of the Aſſerters, and to be judged 
of according as it comes oft in the Compari- 
fon : And if at laſt the diſputed Books were, 
given up, They are not the on Books, nor do 
They alone contain any Eſſential of Chriſtia- 
nity ; ſo that That might ſtand its ground up 
on the ſtrength of the zudiſputed ones only, 
Upon the whole then, we may ſafely fay, 
that Chriſtianity ſtands upon the ꝝncontra-· I 
gifted Evidence of many, well-:nformed, ups 
right Witneſſes; which being the higheſt De- Hr / 

gree of Teſtimony, produces the higheſt De. 
gree of Probability: IE | 'F 
The Degree of Aﬀent due to this, willy 
— us very little Trouble to fix; for as Pro- 
ability in its ſeveral Degrees, produces that 
fort of Aſſent which we call Belief in its ſeve-· Moi 
ral Degrees; ſo the higheſt Degree of Pro- 
bability, ſhould of courſe beget in us, the 7; 
higheſt and firmeſt Degree of Belief, or what eg 
in Scripture Language we call Faith. | IT 
And as the Ground and Meaſure of all A.-. 
tent, is the Evidence produced, ſo the rea- Nrei 
ſonableneſs of all Aſſent, muſt conſequently, 
conſiſt in adjuſting it to the ſeveral Degrees e: 
of ſuch Evidence; and therefore it muſt be hulti 
as unreaſonable to deny a proper Degree off 
Aſſent to any given 7xferior Degree of Evi- 
_ lence, as it is to with-hold the Hg Aſſent . 
from a ſenſble or demonſtrative Proof. Andi 
Ts + 0 on 


En 


Evidence will juſtify, as it is to with-hold a 
VereF+y9per one; Therefore They are as unreaſon- 


Particulars of Chriſtianity, which are capable 
of Demonſtration, as well as Teſtimony) as 
They are, who refuſe their Belief to the clear- 


If Aſſent which the Evidence of Chriſtianity 
Faturally produces, and all the Aſſent that 
is ſufficient 20 to procure, it mult be like- 
wiſe that Aſſent which is required. 


long with us; but we are now come to a 


er Our 
E 72:74 Head, to ſhow, That Faith, or that 


vidence of Chriſtianity to be ſufficient to 
oduce, is likewiſe ſufficient to ſupport the 
Yerght of Chriſtianity. Or in other Words; 
lat Faith is ſufficient to ſupport a reaſona- 
e and prudent Man, under all the Diffi- 


 beFfulties and Reſtraints, Chriſtianity impoſes; 
. of Ind here, I fay, ſome of our Adverſaries will 
1Vl- 


Jun, that from the Evidence we have given, 
is probable, that Chriſtianity may be of di- 
ine Original as we repreſent it; but then, 


n the other Side, tis as unreaſonable to give 
or demand a higher Degree of Aſſent than the 


able, Who in this Caſe, inſiſt upon the Aſſent 
due to an abſolute Certainty (except in thoſe 


Hiſtorical Evidence. It remains then, that, 
s Faith, or the firmeſt Beliet, is the Degree 


Thus far ſome of our Adverſaries will go 


oint where They leave us; which is, un- 


Degree of Aſſent, which we have ſhown the 


. 
ſay they, We lay more upon this Evidence 
than it will bear; muſt They forego all the 
certain Pleaſures of this Life, and engage in 
a conſtant Courſe of Mortification and Self. 
denial, only on the Hopes of a Recompence 
in a future State? Will Bare Belief, They ay, 
juſtify a prudent Man, in ſubmitting to thoſe 
{ſevere Reſtraints, Chriſtianity requires; and 
what. is more, to thoſe dreadful Trials it 
ſometimes expoſes us to ? No; if that is the 
Caſe, They ſay, that they may reaſonably ex 
pect greater Evidence, and that their Reward 
may be as certain as their Sufferings : And 
therefore with the Noble-man in the Text 
NR they ſee Sign, and Wonders, they will 
not believe, or rather conform. 

It might be ſufficient to obviate this ObM 
jection, to ſhow that it is built upon a falſg 
Foundation: For Chriſtianity is ſo far fro 
laying Mankind under fo irkſome Reſtraints 
as it is here repreſented to do, that the Ser 
vice of God, according to the Rules of it, i. 
the molt perfect Freedom ; and it were eaſy tu 
ſhow, that a Man undergoes more Slaver 
from one indulged Appetite, or one uncurvM: 
ed Paſſion, than from all the Reſtraints off 
Chriſtianity together; and that the CommarF;” 
ments of God are ſo far from being Grievouſ, 
that to a reaſonable Man, excluſive of a 
Conſideration of their being commanded bi 
GOD; they would be the m_ by. dd 
Oo cc “ 


i 21 


Choice, as being the Cauſe of his Pleaſure; 
excepting only the Caſe of Perſecution, 


expect, that when ſo ſevere a Duty is requi- 
red, ſome extraordinary Aſſiſtances ſhould 
be adminiſtred. Tho? this, I ſay, might be 
enough to clear this Point in general, yet with 
regard to the OljeFfors, it is not: For their 
Paſſions being uſed to be indulged in the un- 
confin'd Pleaſures of a diſſolute Life, will re- 
prefent the eaſy Toke of Chriſt to them, as 


Andi truggle hard againſt any Reſtraints what- 
ext Never; ſo that on the flirt Change, on the fit 
Ercounter with Paſſions, and Habits unuſed 
to be controuled, it muſt be owned that there 
Obere great Difficulties to be paſſed through. 
Ale Let us fee then, whether the Evidence we 


ori iave for Chriſtianity, be ſufficient to oute 
int rational, and prudent Man in this Conflict, 
zer and to ſupport him thro' it. ' 

The true State of the Queflion (according 
ig to the before- ſtated Evidence of Chriſtianity) 
er will be This: Whether it be reaſonable and 
irh prudent for a Man to ſubmit willingly to 


lome certain temporal Infelicity, on the High- 
ge probable Hopes ot eternal Happineſs, as 
Ihis Reward if he does, and thro? the equally 
$!robable Fears of eternal Miſery, as his Pu- 
Iniſhment it he does not. 5 

= Now in order to determine this Queſtion, 


C 4 Con- 


wherein, I muſt confeſs, it is reaſonable to 


auling; and being backed by Habit, will 


with regard to the reatonableneſs of ſuch a 


| OW = 
Conduct, I ſhall obſerve, that tho? we have 
allowed the Evidence of Chriftianity not to 
produce an abſolute Certainty, yet we aſſert 
nevertheleſs, that it produces an # doubting 
Conviction : For he who aſſents to a Propo- 
ſition on a Teſtimony that he cannot reaſs- | 
nably doubt, if he lets Reafon guide him in 
that Act, has in Fact, no more actual doubt 
than he who aſſents to a Propoſition on an 
Evidence that he cannot poſſibly doubt: II 
then the Evidence of Chriſtianity produces 
in all rational Men undoubting Conviction, 
tho* we ſhould allow that we cannot poſſibly 
doubt of the Dificulties and Reſtraints of it; 
yet if we have proved that we cannot reaſo- 
nably doubt of the Rewards and Puniſbments 
of it; it will plainly follow, that we cannot, 
conſiſtently with Reaſon, refuſe to undergo 
the Former, tho' certain, thro? diſtruſt of the 
Latter, becauſe andoubted. | 
But by this Reaſoning, perhaps, I may be 
thought to put the Evidence of Senſe and 
Teſtimony upon the ſame footing : No; It 
we conſider it, it will appear otherwiſe. For 
tho' I aſſert, that in this Caſe, they both ex- 
clude all actual doubt, with an unprejudiced 
Man, yet they do not both exclude all 5% 
{bility of it: For human Feſtimony being lia- 
ble to error thro* every Stage of it, mui} be 
equally liable to 4ozbt ; but tho? it be liable 
to it, yet if there appear no t Carte of - 
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nave Ihe Mind of a rational Man will reſt, and act 
t to ſpon ſuch Evidence, as effectually, as if there 
ſſert were no poſſible Cauſe of it; and that, not be- 
ting Nauſe the Evidences are equal, but becauſe the 
ower being ſufficient, and the ſtrongeſt that 
the Nature of the Thing admits of, it would 
he unreaſonable to do otherwiſe, and a rea- 
onable Man will no more do an aureaſona- 
e Thing, than he can do an impoſſiblè one. 

In the Eye of Prudence, this Evidence will 
pear {till more plainly ſufficient to juſtify 


Ices 

on, Mich a Conduct. For what ee Diffi- 
bly Nulties would not a Man i prudencè under- 
it; Wo, rather than run even the eat Riſque of 
fo- Wcurring eternal Mifery? much more will 
nts Wie ſhort Struggles, which attend only the. 
ot, Miſt change from a ſenſual to a chriſtian Life, 
roo Wioppear trifling, when compared with the 
the Nreateſt Riſque ; eſpecially when he hath, at 


he ſame time, his Hopes enlivened with the 
aviſhing Proſpect of immortal Bliſs. 
We fee, therefore, that in the ſtrickeſt 

Vie we of Reaſon, the Evidence we have for 
Chriſtianity, is not only ſufficient, convin- 
ingly to prove its Truth, but alſo effectually 
o tupport its Weight, and to juſtify a wite 
nd prudent Man, in ſubmitting to its c 
192 Difiiculties and Reitraints: And as ta 


ia- 

be Wis unc minen Difficulties, in the ſuppoſed Caſe 
ble Wt Perſecution, as That has, in every Shape, 
it, Mbleſſed be GOD) been long ſinge baniſhed 
he M Eg | theſe 
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theſe happy Iſles, it may be ſufficient witih.c 
regard to That, to obſerve in general, that 
when God requires an extraordinary Duty o 
his faithful Servants, they may reſt ſatisfied 
that he will aſſord them extraordinary Aſſi/? 
ances, to enable them to perform it. Anc 
this brings me to my ü 
Fourth and lad general Head, which is tq; 
ſhow, That, ſince the Evidence produced is 
| ſufficient to beget the Aſſent required, anc 
the Aſſent required is ſufficient to ſupport 
the Weight impoſed ; therefore any ſuperiouon 
or extraordinary Evidence is unneceſſary andWin, 
improper, and of courſe the demand ot ſuch ; 
unreaſonable ; and that therefore tho? we ſeq gor 
not Signs and Wonders, yet if we lee juſt anWyh 
reaſonable Proofs, we ought to believe. ſeſſi 
And with reſpect to this Head, I need only lv 
obſerve, that all Evidence more than what the 
ſufficient for the Purpoſes ſpecified, mult plain No r 
ly be unneceſſary, and as ſuch, improper tool yg} 
becauſe God would, by giving it, do an unY;;,, 
neceſſary thing to gratify unreaſonable Men ure 
which, if they had been reaſonable, the the 
would not have wanted: And this is the :YMtha 
rect and undeniable Conſequence of the ſuſi ent 
ficiency of the preſent Evidence, and needg allo 
not to be further enlarged upon. But tho tha 
this might tuſhce for the Argument, and the 
might reſt the Matter here; yet it will ſtil 
more plainly evince the great Unreaſonable 
5 . 
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tefs of all Demands of extraordinary Evi- 


Pence, if it ſhall appear, that all fuch Evi- 


lence, is not only unneeceſſary, and there- 
dre that it is unreaſonable for us to ask it; 
ut. alſo that it is zz it ſelf highly improper, 
ind therefore morally impoſſible for God to 
grant it. 38 6 e 
Now all ſuperiour Evidence in this Caſe, 
nuſt be, either the Teſtimony of Perſons 
working Miracles, thro' every Age, in con- 
irmation of it; or elſe an immediate Impreſ- 
fon from God, upon the Mind of every di- 
tint Perſon in every Age. e 

As to the former of theſe, we have ſeen 


tom ſeveral Inſtances among the Jews, that 


when once Paſſion has got a thorough Poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Mind, even Miracles them- 
ſelves fail of convincing : And if that was 
the Caſe then, how much more would it be 
o now); when by their frequency, tho? they 
would not ceaſe to appear miraculous to ra- 
tional Men, yet they would in a great Mea- 
ſure loſe their Effect, by ceaſing to excite 
the Curioſity of Mankind 7z general; fo 
that few would be induced by them, to 
enter on an inquiry of this Nature. But 
allowing that they would have the Effect 
that the Patrons of this Opinion expect from 
them, viz. that the World ma/? yield to 
the force of them; then, I ſay, this kind o 

Evidence would be improper tor the ſame 
= Rea- 


| 
| 
| 


E 


Reaſons, that the ſecond ſort of ſuperiouſ 
Evidence I mentioned, namely, an immedi 
ate Impreſſion from God, Sc. is ſo; which 
are theſe. | | 
Fir/t, Becauſe the giving ſuch Evidence 


would not be dealing with us as rational and 
accountable Creatures And 
Second, Becauſe it would fruſtrate theve-M 


ry End of Chriſtianity itſelf. 

Firſt, then, I think, no ane can deny that, 
it is in the Power of God, to give all Man- 
kind an abſolute Certainty of this, or anyM 
other Propoſition, by an immediate Impreſ- 
ſion upon the Mind, in ſuch manner that 
the Perſon who receives ſuch Impreſſion 
can no more doubt of the Truth of it, 
than if he had a ſenſible or demonſtrative 
Knowledge of it: And in the Caſe of Mi- 
racles wrought in confirmation of any Teſti- 
mony, we will grant alſo the Evidence to 
be undeniable; the Conſequence of which, 
is, that in both theſe Caſes, the Mind, i t 
without any premeditation, yields its A- 
ſent ; becauſe it is conſtrained by an Evi- 
dence, which even at firſt View, exeludes, 
all poſſible doubt; and whatever excludes 
all Poſibility of doubt, excludes alſo all uſe 
of Reaſon in aſſenting, becauſe I cannot help 
aſſenting to what I cannot poſſibly doubt 
of, an irreſiſtible Evidence on the Under- 


ſtanding, as much excluding all uſe of Rea- 
5 „ fon B 
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in in judging, as an irreſiſtible Influence 
bn the Will, does all Freedom of chooſ- 
ng; and both of them rendring the Acti- 
us conſequent upon them equally unac- 
countable, becauſe equally unavoidable. If 
therefore all ſuch extraordinary Evidence, 
yperſedes the uſe of Reaſon, and conſe- 
quently the Merit and Demerit of our AQi- 
Ms; the giving ſuch an Evidence, woud 
de dealing with us as Creatures whoſe Rea- 
on is 2ot their Guide, and as Creatures 


an- IR _ 8 * ; 
ny rho are act accountable for their Actions; 
rege. it would be dealing with us contrary 
hat MÞ what we are, and to the Truth of Things, 


rhich is not only improper, but morally im- 
oſſible for God to do. 

Laſtly, All ſuch over-bearing Evidence, 
— fruſtrate the very End of Chriſtianity 
R 

The End and Deſign of Chriſtianity in 


ch, MWuticular, and of all Religion in general, 
nd, W to bring Mankind to that Happineſs, of 
Aſ- Wiich their Nature makes them capable; 
vi- Wd that it does, by training and exerciſ- 
des Hg our Faculties here, in order to prepare 
des MW for the Enjoyment of that ſpiritual Hap- 


ineſs hereafter, which was deſigned as the 
nd of our Nature. We ſhould, theretore, 
nſider Chriftianity as a Syſtem of Duties 
- Wiculated for this great End, and as ſuch, 
ben propoſed to us, it mult in its 9 
i 8 


Wi >, 


be a Trial df the e Sincerity, offfiile 
the general good or evil Diſpoſition of ou» / 
Hearts: It was neceſſary, therefore, for thiMwi 
End, that Chriſtianity ſhould only be fer 
ed to us, and not forced upon us; offerec 
to us on an Evidence that ſhould be abun 
dantly fufficient to convince the Reaſon o 
a diſpa ſſionate Man, tho' not to over-beai 
the Paſſions of an obſtinate one. On the 
contrary ; if this Syſtem of Duty had bee 
forced upon our Underifandings indiſcrimi 
nately, by an rreſiſlible Evicence, inſtead 
of being Propoſed to our Reaſon on a rati 
cual one, it could have been no Trial o 
the Sincerity of our Intentions, and the Up 
rightneſs of our Hearts; but the good ang 
bad mu? neceſſarily have aſſented, whereb 
the former would have loſt the Merit anc 
Reward of a rational Conviction ; and the 
latter (equally contrary to the Reaſon 0 
Things) have eſcaped the Puniſhment of a 
irrational Incredulity; and conſequently, the 
very End and Deſign of Chriſtianity, of ſe 
perating the good trom the bad, by prope 
Trials, muſt chereby have been fruſtrateq; 
and defeated, which again, is impoſſible fo 
God to do. Is 5 
And now upon the whole, I hope, it ap 
pears plainly, that we have a rational aac 
ſufficiently well-grounded Evidence tor ou 
Religion, and that all extraordinary _— 


EE. 
„ olle Evidence, is not only unneceſſary, but 
ou itſe HF alfo, improper, as being inconſiſtent 
thi{with our Nature, as reaſonable and account- 
ferFWble Creatures, and with the very End and 
ered Deſign of Chriſtianity itſelf; and if fo, the 
un (onſequence deduced from thence muſt be 
n ofis plain, namely, That the Demand of all 
deafluch is extreamly unreaſonable and abſurd, 
tha end that we oxght to believe, tho? we ſee not 
Gut and Wonder. 
1 have now gone through: what I had to 
offer on this Subject, and I ſhall treſpaſs no 
onger upon your Patience, than to obſerve ; 
That as we are fallen into thoſe difficult 
Times, wherein the Adverſaries of our Re- 
igion are ſo numerous, and ſo aſſiduous in 
Nleir Oppoſition : It becomes every Chriſtian 
andvho has had a liberal Education, to ena» 
the himſelf to withſtand the Attacks, which 
ole will frequently find made, upon his holy 
f arfW©Faith ; But more particularly is it or Duty, 
who are ſet for the Defence of the Goſpel, 


(cM prepare our ſelves to give a Reaſon of 
pete Hope that is in us, and always to take 
ueMorticnlar Care to do it according to the 
 lofWipoſtle's Direction, with Meekneſs and Fear, 


s becomes thoſe who contend for Truth, 
ud not for Tztere/# or Victory. And then 
ie may fafely truſt, that our Saviour will 
Wnke good his Promiſe, that the Gates of - 
tell ſhall never prevail againſt his Church ; 

8 an 
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and that, though the Rains deſcend, and th 
Flavds come, though the Winds of Infidelity 
blow from every Corner, yet ſtill, This Ho 
of GOD, This ſprivitual Building, found 
on the Rack of Truth itſelf, ſhall never fall 
but that, as it has hitherto, under GOD 
good Providence, been ſupported by the A 
pologies of its learned Advocates, it will! 
his good Time, likewiſe, glory in the Con 
viction of its baffled Adrerfaries: 


Mßbich that it may, God of his infinite Merd 
grant, thro Feſas Chriſt our Lord. 


